
 

Minutes of CHRA Meeting – 14
th

 October 2021 

 

1) Members present:  49   + Cllrs Perry, Paddle and Achilleos 

       Apologies for absence: 4  

 

2) Chair’s Report 

 Chair welcomed residents to this, our first “live” meeting since March 2020, although 9 

“virtual” meetings were held in total, and proved to be very successful, with average 

attendances of 30 logging in.  

 

 Members were thanked for completing their questionnaires;  55 have been received – a 

good response!  

 

 Chair reminded residents to look at our website, and to inform the committee of any 

suggestions for improvements.  

 

3) Police Report  

The police were unable to attend this evening’s meeting, due to other commitments (this was only 

the 2
nd

 time in 3 years they could not attend).  

Chair gave a detailed account of recent crime statistics for Chadwell Heath and Whalebone wards.  

Of note was that police arrested two suspects, both aged 15 years.  Chair said this was not 

uncommon. Residents were also informed that police recommend car owners use a “crook lock”, 

due to the number of recent car crimes.  

 

4) Police Operation “Orogrande” 

This was a joint operation with the Safer Neighbourhood Team (SNT) and Violent Suppression Unit, 

and took place around Marks Gate, from 24
th

 to 26
th

 September. It was an overwhelming success, 

resulting in 7 proactive arrests, mainly for drugs and weapons offences.  

 

5) Current Planning Applications 

Chair thanked Mokhtar for his research on planning applications. These include an application to 

convert the Harrow Pub, in Marks Gate, into 3 flats and a Community Centre. 

 

6) Local Development Plan 

A revised version of the Local Plan can be found on lbbd.gov.uk/local-plan-review. This sets out 

ideas for transforming the local area, up to 2037. Residents can express their concerns using an 

online form, which must be completed before 28/11/21.  They are also invited to share their views 

at an Online Community Conversation, on Monday 18
th

 October. However, this is difficult to access 

unless you are on the Citizens’ Alliance Network, where there is a link. The Councillors have 

expressed concern over this, and have taken this up with the Council.  

 

There is particular concern that Sainsbury’s site is featured on the Local Development Plan, 

resulting in the loss of our main car park. Cllr Perry announced that there has been no consultation, 

and Be First has previously denied that there were any proposals regarding the Sainsbury’s site. 

Other proposals include numerous high rise blocks, with 4000 homes on a site in Selina’s 

Lane/Freshwater Road,   and a Gypsy Travellers’ site on Collier Row Road. 

 

The Councillors will be looking at the plans in detail, and stressed the importance of residents 

having their say about this area, as well as Redbridge, as all plans will affect everyone. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

7) Update from Local Councillors 

 Following concerns about traffic and parking in the Ashton Gardens area, this has now gone 

to consultation for CPZs to be installed in Tenby, Bath, Cromer and Dover roads.  

 

 Mayfair Estate – The Highways dept had secured funding for road improvements to 

Freshwater Road/Selina’s Lane. After lobbying from councillors, it has been agreed that the 

funding will be used for long-awaited repairs to roads on the Mayfair estate.  

 

 Since a new school and Lidl store have opened in Whalebone Lane, the shortage of 

crossings, along with heavy traffic, have posed a serious danger.  Councillors have spoken 

to the Highways dept, and a new crossing has been planned for early next year.  

 

 The Councillors have invested in new planters for the area, although these are smaller than 

originally anticipated. 

 

 AA Autos, Bennett Road – criminal proceedings have been taken, and planning permission 

has been refused. However, there are reports that vehicles are still going into the garage. 

Residents were asked to inform Cllr Paddle of any incidents.  

 

 Back Lane and St Chad’s Road – Councillors are fighting for extra CCTV in the area to reduce 

fly tipping and increase safety.  Cllr Paddle has requested a meeting with site officers. The 

council has provided larger bins for St Chad’s Road, but cameras should also help to 

prevent fly tipping.  

 

 The White Horse – New developers have recently taken over the site. Their original 

proposals were opposed by local councillors, but a new proposal has now been submitted, 

including a bistro instead of a pub, and retaining the garden square and trees at the 

boundary of St Chad’s church. Concern has been expressed over the height of buildings, 

lack of car parking space, and lack of additional infrastructure in the area. It is anticipated 

that a meeting with be held by developers, for the community to voice their opinions, in 

November. 

 

 St Chad’s Park – Essex Cricket Board and the local Council have agreed the takeover of a 

large part of the park for cricket. ECB has opposed the use of the area for football, and the 

Football Club can only remain for a year, before locating elsewhere. Councillors are trying 

to find funding to support the football club, as it is considered a community event, and is a 

charity.   

The CHRA committee will discuss whether it should be supported via our website.  

After various meetings with councillors, it has been agreed that a 5-a-side football pitch will 

remain. Councillors have also requested that the Cricket Club provides public toilet facilities 

and a cafe, at the Pavillion.  

    

   Chair thanked the local Councillors for their hard work and support.  

 

8) Future of the CHRA 

James Thomas asked members to consider the benefits of the CHRA, and expressed concern that 

the committee urgently requires additional members if it is to continue to benefit the community.  

 

 

 



 

 

9) Any Other Business 

 St Chad’s Park, Alexandra Road entrance – some holes have been tarmacked, but this has 

been shoddily done. Cllr Perry asked all residents to report any issues.  

 

 Jet Garage –fly tipping continues to be a problem in this area, despite frequent reports 

from residents.  

 

 Cllr Perry asked residents to let councillors know of any suggestions for using their budget.  

 

Date of next meeting: 

                Thursday 11
th

 November, United Reformed Church, Mill Lane.  

 


