Minutes of CHRA Meeting – Thursday 10th September 2026
Welcome/Introduction
     Chair, Keith Hutton, thanked everyone for their continued support, including our local police and local councillors. He gave particular thanks to Cllrs Simon Perry and Rubina Siddiqui, who had returned from a course in Warwick to attend this evening, and would be returning to Warwick tomorrow morning. Keith also welcomed Jas Athwal, M.P., our guest speaker. It was good to see so many, when September is generally lower in numbers. 

Police
    While monthly Crime statistics are no longer available, residents were given a brief summary of crimes around Chadwell Heath between April and June. These included 8 robberies, theft of 14 vehicles and 52 cases of Anti-Social Behaviour (ASB). As the evenings become darker, it is anticipated that burglaries may increase. 
     Detailed information for each ward is available at Police Ward Panel Meetings. Dates are available on our website https://www.chadwellheathra.org.uk/news-and-updates.html. The next Whalebone Ward meeting is next Tuesday, 15th September 6-7pm, at St Chad’s Church Hall, Eric Road, RM6 6JH.  The next meeting for Chadwell Heath Ward is on 19th October, 6.30pm, Chadwell Heath Community Centre, RM6 6AS. All residents are welcome to attend. 
You can also find detailed reports by going to https://www.met.police.uk/area/your-area/.
     A number of questions were raised:
· There is a 2-storey hostel in Portland Gardens, Chadwell Heath, which is run by Redbridge Council. This hostel is causing frequent Anti-Social Behaviour towards residents living close by. I understand that councillors have spoken to council officers in Barking & Dagenham but have been told that, as it’s Redbridge, the councillors – who have no say in Redbridge - should speak to Redbridge to deal with it! Are you, aware of this, and can you help deal with the problem?  
     Police said they were aware of a problem, but the last ASB reported was in March last year. It is vital that ALL issues are reported, so they can deal with them. They are aware of a male smoking cannabis, and are trying to identify him. They will continue to patrol the area.
     Jas wasn’t aware of the issue, but will now chase this with cabinet members and the Council, as Redbridge is responsible for this problem. The Council can look at the area with greater scrutiny than police, as they are able to identify who is living there. 
· Groups of men are hanging around the park and on the High Road, outside the betting shop and near Sainsbury’s, drinking and smoking throughout the day and at night. This is causing significant anxiety, especially at night, with one resident mentioning a man sitting on the wall, drinking in the shadows near Sainsbury’s Mill Lane entrance.  Can’t something be done under the 2003 Anti-Social Behaviour Act? Perhaps we could have more police presence at various times, including late evening, to talk to them and disperse them?   Sargeant Rankin explained that, if a Public Space Protection Order was in place, there could 
be more power against them drinking or loitering. This isn’t currently present in this area, but there may be some dispersal powers for ASB. The police will try to talk with the men and explain that their behaviour is upsetting members of the public. 
     Cllr Simon Perry informed residents that officers and councillors have been going out at night to chat to and help homeless people. Rough sleepers can be given support.
· There is a similar problem around the Medical Centre on Ashton Gardens, with groups of men sitting on the small wall, smoking and drinking. 
     The police can do extra patrols and will visit the clinic to see if they can help. Cllr Perry pointed out that councillors have spoken to the clinic, but, because this usually happens outside of their open hours, they cannot do anything. 
·      There continues to be drug-dealing in Burlington Gardens, and nothing seems to be done.
    The police stressed the importance of reporting every incident, to ensure these are chased up; the more reports are recorded for an area, the more chance of action. It was agreed that previous information given by residents will be checked again, and this will be investigated. 
· Excessive speeding continues to be an issue in many streets, including Ashton gardens and the recently imposed 20mph area between Broomfield Road and the High Road. Vehicles often go too fast for registration numbers to be identified.
  This will be investigated further (see also Councillors’ comments below)

     Marilyn Wyatt expressed concern that much of the crime in Chadwell Heath may be the result of people coming from Chadwell Ward (Redbridge). Local police are liaising with those in Chadwell Ward to try to identify any problems. 

Guest Speaker: Jas Athwal M.P.
     Jas explained that he is M.P. for Ilford South. Having lived in the area for most of his life (50+ years), he is eager to meet and work with local residents. Most of his family live in Redbridge or the borough of Barking and Dagenham, with some living in Chadwell Heath. 
     Since boundaries were re-drawn in 2022, Chadwell and Chadwell Heath Wards now fall under Ilford South.
 Q&A
1. As Chadwell Heath Ward is still supported by Barking and Dagenham councillors, how much do you liaise with B & D council regarding local issues relating to Chadwell Heath? 
     A lot of work entails involvement with the council. Jas meets with Dominic Twomey (Leader of B&D council) in his office to discuss problems, and has also met with the councillors. He has also joined them when going door-knocking to discuss the needs/concerns of residents. As soon as issues arise, they work together to chase them up. Eg When rough sleepers were causing problems in St Chad’s Park, he worked with the council and Safer Neighbourhood Team to remove the problem and increase patrols. He has also investigated the Chadwell Heath “Anti- Aircraft Gun Battery” site, owned by the Crown Estate, and will be discussing this. 
      Jas has also taken part in a Business Walk with councillors, around Chadwell and Chadwell Heath, to discuss concerns with local businesses. 
    Sheltered housing has been a big problem in Chadwell Heath. Jas spoke with residents in bungalows and got in touch with B&D councillors and Housing teams to make sure necessary work was carried out and alarms, etc upgraded. Jas stressed that people must report problems, so they can go on record and be chased up if necessary. 
2.  Whalebone Ward’s M.P., Margaret Mullane, produces a newsletter providing regular updates on her work throughout her constituency. Would it be possible for residents of Chadwell Heath ward to receive a similar newsletter?
     You can sign up to his fortnightly newsletter: https://jasathwal.eo.page/subscribe. He can also be followed on Facebook or X. Jas also has a website, https://www.jasathwal.com, on which you can read information by clicking on “My Work” and “News” at the top, or “latest news” at the bottom of the home page.
3. Despite local opposition, the Bellay “Kingsgate Park” project, Billet Lane – in an historical area which borders a natural wildlife habitat at Fairlop Plain – has been allowed to go ahead, proposing 1300 homes with no consideration of the current environment or the infrastructure required for such a large population. We hope you can support us in:
(a) opposing any further encroachment onto the Green Belt land of Fairlop Plain
(b) commit to long-term preservation of our local farmlands and natural habitats and
(c) press the local authority and developers to address the severe infrastructure, road capacity and public transport deficits caused by Kingsgate development.
Jas felt that, although all 3 points are valid, it’s difficult to achieve all of them. He agreed that we have to get better services and infrastructure, including hospitals, if we are to increase housing, but more housing IS necessary. We have to decide whether we want to gain money from developers to enable us to make these improvements to infrastructure, and have to work together to achieve the best options. He felt that, while he supports the idea of (a), it isn’t easy to achieve both (a) and (c). Instead, he felt that (b) and (c) should be considered the most important. Residents were informed that there used to be a private golf course at Fairlop, which closed during Covid. It has now been opened to the public, for all to enjoy. Areas of gravel extraction in the area have also been replanted to redevelop the natural habitat at Fairlop Waters. He will continue to fight for better services in Billet Road. 
4. CHRA has been supporting residents since 2022 in their request for just 1-2 buses per hour to drop off/pick up at Queens hospital, Romford. This would benefit many people living along the 86 bus route. While other parts of Essex and East London have a direct bus route to and from the hospital, those living along the A118 route have to take a train or bus to Romford station, then another bus to the hospital and reverse this journey to go home. This is extremely challenging for many. Will you please support our campaign?
Jas has written to TfL requesting a meeting to discuss it, along with support from Margaret Mullane and Keith Prince (Leader of Havering Council). He felt it is unacceptable that people need to use 2 buses, or a train and bus. “Let’s really fight this!”
5. How can residents get in touch with you? Some residents don’t have access to the internet so would welcome a phone number. Alternatively, do you hold a surgery where they could discuss issues with you?
Jas provided cards with his email address. He explained that he cannot provide a phone number as he has too many contacts already. Since the murders of 2 M.Ps, it is necessary to have more security present at surgeries, but he is more than happy to provide them if possible. He currently holds a surgery every 2 weeks at Ilford Library, but feels he needs to hold them this side of the borough. Our councillors agreed to provide options for venues. 

Councillors’ Updates
· St Chad’s Park – New play equipment and signage will be coming, along with new toilets. Cllr Perry has spoken with Aztecs Cricket club, to discuss plans for a new café.
· Road re-surfacing – This is taking place in Rose Lane, the High Road and Billet Lane, with more to come.
· CPZ Consultation – a consultation may shortly take place for a Controlled Parking Zone in Mill Lane, along with a few nearby streets. This is as a result of traffic being pushed into Mill Lane and concern over congestion due to increased parking.
· Hallowe’en/Guy Fawkes – Cllr Perry has spoken to police about the need for more resources to reduce problems at this time of year. 
· Ward Walk -Cllr Siddiqui walked around some parts of Whalebone Ward, including Back Lane, but found it was generally clean. However, a few days’ later, Back Lane was filthy again. She also observed a number of cars speeding through. It is planned that Back Lane will be changed into a 1-way road between Eustace Road and Station Road. More lighting has also been requested. The bollards at St Chad’s Road end of Back Lane will not be removed. Double Yellow lines also need to be repainted in a number of streets. 
· Budget - Councillors have a new budget, and are still deciding how to spend it. 
· Poppy Craft – Residents are invited to attend a knitting/crochet session at Chadwell Heath Community Centre on Tuesday 15th September, from 11-12. The finished poppies will create a Remembrance display while raising awareness of the Mayor’s chosen charities. 
· Cllr Michel Pongo apologized for not responding to some residents’ emails and promised to catch up soon. He contracted malaria while away on holiday. 

Residents’ Concerns
· Parking in Ashton Gardens – Residents commented on the parking by parents before and after school. Cllr Rubina Siddiqui has been in touch with the Enforcement team, who now have bikes available to reach roads more quickly. Cllr Perry has raised the need for greater enforcement. 
· Underpass, East Road to Marks Gate – Councillors cleaned this, but the litter, graffiti etc has returned and there is a problem with lighting. TfL has admitted that it is their responsibility.
· Flytipping, damaged trees, etc – Councillors are still pushing the council to do something. Marilyn Wyatt reported a broken bollard which needs investigating. 
· Speeding, Ashton Gardens – Cllr Perry reiterated that there has to be more than 1 fatality before speed humps will be installed. Residents asked whether speed guns could be used to check speeds. Cllr Perry will speak with Enforcement and try to get something done regarding the possibility of speed checks. 
· Dropped kerbs – Despite being informed previously that without a permit, parking was not permitted across dropped kerbs at any time, vehicles continue to park across dropped kerbs in Beresford Gardens (and other nearby roads) at all hours. It seems that the information given is incorrect, and no enforcement officers are available in the evening. Councillors will check this. 


· Abandoned Vehicle, Eastern Ave West – Despite this being reported previously, nothing has been done. Cllr Perry will chase this again.

The next Councillors’ Ward Surgery will be held at Chadwell Heath Community Centre on Monday September 21st, from 5pm- 6.30pm.

     Our next CHRA meeting will be on Thursday, 8th October, when we hope to be joined by Carroll Weeden, Acting Chief Inspector and Leader for Neighbourhood policing. Doors open at 7.10pm. Meeting starts at 7.30pm. 



       


































 



