
Minutes of CHRA Meeting – Thursday 9th April 2026
Welcome and introduction
     Rev James Thomas welcomed residents - including some newcomers - and representatives from our local police to this meeting, which was led by James and Secretary, Elaine Jones. James explained that our local Councillors are unable to attend meetings in the lead-up to Council elections, due to the legal period of “purdah”. Our Chair, Keith Hutton, was taking a break this evening. It was agreed that this was well-deserved, having worked tirelessly for Chadwell Heath Residents’ Association for many years. 
     Residents were reminded that our next meeting will incorporate a short AGM section, when the CHRA committee will be elected. The Committee is always eager to welcome new members to join us and, while the current committee members are willing to stand again, it was stressed that all nominees require a Proposer and Seconder in order to be elected. Residents were also invited to stand for election if they wished to do so, adding their names to the sheet provided. 
     
Police updates
     PCSO Rofi Islam and PC Joe Enos explained that changes are being made to the distribution of crime statistics. In future, these will be available online (go to https://www.met.police.uk/area/your-area) or will be discussed in detail at the local Ward Panel meetings, to which all residents are welcome. Dates for these can be found in the Police section of our CHRA website.
    Residents were informed that, due to a number of burglaries and car thefts, particularly around Lymington Road/Ager Avenue, there has been an increase in patrols to this area. Targeted vehicles tend to be high-end or keyless vehicles. House burglaries tend to focus on small items that are easy to carry, including gold, while electrical items and larger items are harder to steal and sell on.  Residents were reminded to check that all doors and windows are secured correctly – many people simply lift the handle of their door, but fail to lock it. It was also suggested that timers could be used to suggest someone is at home, along with doorbell cameras. A “Fake TV simulator” box was also recommended. These can be purchased online and give the impression that a TV is on.
     It was suggested that, with thefts of and from vehicles in Chadwell Heath, Whalebone and Chadwell Wards, perhaps our police could be given additional patrols from other areas to support them? Residents were told that it’s extremely difficult to get additional support, but vehicle crime is a priority for the police, and this is being targeted with patrols in areas where it is most frequent, including use of plain clothes officers, discussion with victims to spot trends, and preventative advice. 
    There have also been positive results around Rose Lane, with a number of arrests for drug dealing offences, with intelligence received from the public being a major factor in this success. 
    Rofi and Joe were asked about an incident at B&M. Apparently, the victim and suspects knew each other, and the incident involved 2 groups, with a vehicle driven at one of the groups, causing injury. Both victim and suspect were arrested. This incident is an ongoing investigation. 
     Concern was expressed about cars being abandoned in one area of Chadwell Heath ward, with one having a knife clearly visible near the driver’s seat. This has been clamped, apparently by DVLA, and police had been informed last year, yet the car remains. It was explained that police can only deal with cars that are stolen. Untaxed vehicles can be 



taken by DVLA, but the Council has more power to deal with this, with abandoned cars being checked, labelled, and after a period of time the car should be removed by them. It was suggested that residents should contact the council, and the local M.P, if no action has been taken. 
     Further concern was raised about cars obstructing the pavement on Mill Lane, preventing disabled and those with pushchairs, etc from walking safely. This has been raised before. It should be dealt with by the local council, and residents need to continue to send complaints to the council. 
     Police were also informed about an incident where fly-tippers were recorded on a doorbell camera, with trolleys full of rubbish. Although the council did collect the waste after a couple of days, they declined to look at the evidence to catch the culprits. Again, this is a council issue. 

Local support and activities
     Elaine explained that many people are unaware of the numerous places around Chadwell Heath and Whalebone wards, providing support for various needs, including financial hardship and to develop skills. There are also a large number of community groups that offer opportunities to socialise, improve health and share interests, with many for older residents. Sheets, listing local support and clubs, were provided for attendees.
     
Future guests and activities
     Residents were invited to spend some time chatting together, over refreshments, to consider possible topics/visiting speakers they would like us to invite to future meetings. It was also suggested that, as our recent suggestions for subsidised days out (Westminster Abbey, Bowling, River Cruise) had been rejected, residents might have alternative suggestions. These will be reviewed and discussed at a future meeting. 

Flyers
    Committee members, Councillors and some attendees have been delivering flyers, advertising the CHRA. These are already proving successful, with a couple of new faces this evening, and a number of enquiries received by our Secretary. Residents were invited to take flyers, and speak with Elaine to confirm which area would be covered. 


Our next meeting will be on Thursday 14th May, which will include a short AGM. We also hope to have someone from the council, to discuss local Waste and Recycling issues, including proposed food waste collection. 


  

     


     
 



