Minutes of CHRA Meeting – 11th November 2021
1) Welcome by Chair/Chair’s Report
 Chair welcomed residents, police and councillors.
 The Safer Neighbourhood Board holds 2 public meetings each year. The next meeting will be held
at Dagenham and Redbridge Football club, at 7.30pm on Wednesday, 25th November.
2) Apologies for absence: Cllr Paddle, Rev James Thomas
3) Police Crime and Trend Statistics
The police gave a detailed account of incidents in the area, during the month of October. These included:
 Whalebone Ward – 1 burglary (St Chad’s Road), 3 attempted burglaries, 4 vehicle thefts and 3
thefts from vehicles. There were also 5 incidents of street violence (this is a Borough priority)
 Chadwell Heath Ward – 1 attempted burglary and 6 thefts of vehicles. There have been a large
number of thefts from vehicles, including catalytic converters. There were also 4 incidents of
street violence.
Police will continue to monitor the area around the Premier Inn car park, where there has been a spate of
tool thefts from vans. Some police surveillance also continues around Ashton Gardens, following previous
drug offences around the garages. It was also noted that drug dealing has been observed in Morden Road
and Burlington Gardens.
4) Ongoing Police Operations – feedback
The Safer Neighbourhood Team liaised with the Violence Suppression Unit on the highly successful
“Orogrande” operation, which included 3 pursuits and a number of arrests for drug-related incidents. The
operation is currently on hold, pending further funding. Meanwhile, cameras have been put up in
Reynolds Court, and there have been further weapons sweeps.
5) Current Planning Applications
These include:
 Rear of 35 High Road – to include new Community Centre, for a range of Community activities
 Abbey Care Home, Collier Row Road – an extension providing 20 new rooms for residents
 Harrow Pub, Billet Road, Marks Gate – conversion of the pub (with extension) into flats, a
community centre and takeaway
6) Feedback from our recent Questionnaire
Chair thanked those who had completed the questionnaire. 55 were returned – a very good response!
Responses to Question 1 (annual fee) revealed that the majority are willing to pay a nominal fee. The
CHRA has an average yearly expenditure of £650 pa. Although our current funds stand at £3659.96, we
currently have no regular income. The Committee will discuss this further, prior to final decision on a
possible nominal charge to residents.
7) Local Development Plan – feedback from meeting held on 18th October
Marilyn Wyatt gave a detailed account of issues raised, stressing that this will affect the whole
community. There have been 2 online Local Plan meetings since the last Residents’ meeting, but both
were very poorly attended.
Local M.P, Jon Cruddas, is concerned by the excessive over-population of the area, with “High Density
development” proposed for Chadwell Heath. Barking and Dagenham aims to create over 44,000
dwellings around the area. While promising to generate 20,000 jobs, with “green” initiatives, along with a
Primary and Secondary school, a number of concerns have been raised, including the height of future
buildings around Chadwell Heath, lack of car parking facilities, and the impact on current infrastructure.
The proposed inclusion of a railway at Beam Park (former Ford’s factory site) has apparently been
shelved, despite this originally being a condition of the Beam Park development.

Residents raised additional concerns over the affect of noise and pollution on the new Marks Gate
development, stressing that while trees will be planted, previous attempts to provide trees near the A12
have not been as successful as intended. There was also concern over the closure of local pubs and
banks, and the proposed loss of Sainsbury’s car park.
Residents were reminded that responses to the Local Development Plan must be received by 28 th
November (see www.lbbd.gov.uk/local-plan-review).
Another public meeting will be held online, on 25th November, with Jon Cruddas. Further details can be
obtained from Ingrid.robinson@llbd.gov.uk. Chair will also send residents the link for this.
8) Update from Local Councillors
 CPZ - This is still under consultation.
 Dropped kerbs - in future, residents will require parking permits to park across their dropped
kerb
Residents asked whether there was only news on the development of 243-245 High Road, and the empty
BLESMA building. Cllr Perry will investigate and report back at January’s meeting. Concern was also
raised over the lack of public toilets, especially as Wangey Road toilets are due to be removed. Cllr Perry
will make a request about this.
9) Any Other Business/Residents’ concerns
 John Cruddas will attend our CHRA meeting on 10 th February, to discuss the Local Plan.
 White Horse development – The final proposal will take place at the end of the year. Residents
wishing to oppose the plans will be able to voice their opinions in early 2022, with support for a
campaign from our local councillors.
 Marilyn thanked the councillors for their support, stressing that they work extremely hard. They
are not always informed of decisions made by Council officers, but always aim to support
residents.
 BEFIRST , “We’d like your views on the Local Plan” - residents were reminded of the importance
of reading the Local Plan, and making their views known, before 28 th November (see above).
Date of next meeting:
Thursday 13th January 2022 - United Reformed Church, Mill Lane.

